AD/lc

27th April 2009

To:

TUI Staff Representatives Further Education Colleges

2nd Level Branch Secretaries 

TUI Executive Committee Members

Dear Colleague

TUI has received a number of queries from members following the issue of a letter from FETAC, in respect of a panel of external authenticators.  Many of these members have also received correspondence from FETAC with regard to external examining. 

The queries seem to stem from the TUI letter of instruction, which issued on 8th September 2009, which states:

“All TUI members involved in programmes leading to a FETAC award are instructed not to engage in the following new work until the Department of Education and Science implements the proposed agreement:

· New assessment processes to include internal verification, external authentication and the results approval process

· Programme development for validation

· Recognition of prior learning (RPL)

· Self evaluation of programmes and services”

In the context of the above letter of instruction TUI informed the Department of Education and Science, IVEA and FETAC that TUI members would not be engaging in the new FETAC Quality Assurance processes including external authentication until the resources for same were provided by the Department of Education & Science.  FETAC subsequently agreed that a dual process for FETAC assessments would operate for the 2008/09 academic year, whereby the education sector would continue with the existing assessment arrangements for this year. 
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There is therefore a dual process in place this year whereby FETAC assessments in VECs, Community Schools and other centres funded by the Department of Education & Science will operate under the old FETAC assessment procedures while centres outside of the education sector including FÁS, Cert, Teagasc etc will operate under the new FETAC Quality Assurance Procedures. 

While our members are aware that they are under instruction not to engage in the new FETAC Quality Assurances work including external authentication the questions arises in relation to whether or not our members should undertake such work as external authenticators outside of the education sector i.e. in FÁS, Cert, Teagasc, etc.

This issue of acting as an external authenticator outside of the education sector is one which would cause the union serious difficulties.  To act as an external authenticator for FÁS, Cert, Teagasc etc and private providers, with which we are in direct competition is in direct conflict with the overall good of the sectors in which our members work.  

In these circumstances it is the position of TUI that to act as external authenticators for FÁS, Cert, Teagasc etc and private providers, would be in breach of the TUI letter of instruction of 8th September 2008.

For clarification, our members who have been appointed as external examiners (under the old system) can continue to do this work.

Yours sincerely

_________________
Annette Dolan

Deputy General Secretary 

